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The Arbitration Treaties. 

The 3d of August, 1911, will always remain a 
memorable day in the history of the International 
Peace Movement. On that day unlimited treaties of 
Arbitration were signed between the United States 
and Great Britain and the United States and France. 
This is the first time in history that governments of 
the first rank have been willing to sign an engage- 
ment pledging themselves to submit to impartial ar- 
bitration all differences that may arise between them, 
not excepting those which involve national honor or 
questions of vital interest. 

We do not need to comment here on the admirable 
lead which President Taft has taken during the past 
year and a half in preparing the way for these trea- 
ties, nor upon the enthusiastic support which he has 
received and is receiving in ever greater volume from 
the people of the country ; nor again upon the quick 
and hearty favor with which his proposal was re- 
ceived by the governments of Great Britain and 



France. This is all history now — and a very bright 
page of history. 

The treaties were sent immediately to the Senate 
for approval and referred to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. At the same time the pledge of secrecy 
was removed and the text of the Anglo-American 
treaty, which the French treaty substantially follows, 
was given to the press of the country. The text of 
the treaty will be found elsewhere in this issue. The 
Committee, after hearing the explanation of the Sec- 
retary of State, promptly reported the treaties back 
to the Senate, recommending that the third para- 
graph of article three be stricken out, and that thus 
amended they be ratified. 

The President at once signified his disapproval of 
the amendment and made appeal to the people of the 
nation to support the treaties in the original form. 
This action of the President seems to have been due 
in part to what he learned during the negotiation of 
the treaties and to his feeling that it might be diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, to secure the assent of the 
foreign governments to the pacts in the new form. 
He was also led to this course by his belief that the 
prerogatives of the Senate had been fully and care- 
fully guarded, in every essential respect, in the origi- 
nal draft. A minority of the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, consisting of Senators Burton, Cullom and 
Root, in a report subsequently submitted to the Sen- 
ate, took the same ground in this regard as the Presi- 
dent. 

In criticising the course of the Senate Commtitee, we 
must do them the justice to recognize that their action, 
according to the statement made in Mr. Lodge's re- 
port, was dictated simply by their desire to preserve 
the prerogatives of the Senate, and not by hostility 
to unlimited arbitration. If the treaties could be rati- 
fied in the amended form as reported by the Com- 
mittee and thus accepted by the other powers, we 
should still have the essential part of the convention, 
which is the agreement to refer to the Hague Court 
whatever differences might arise, not excepting ques- 
tions of national honor and vital interest. 

But the Committee's reasons for wishing paragraph 
three of article three struck out do not seem to us to 
be of much weight. Let us suppose the treaties rati- 
fied as sent in by the President. 

1. We observe, first, that the Commission of In- 
quiry would almost never, possibly never, be called 
into existence. The President and the Senate, in 
practically all cases, would have in their hands the 
entire arrangements for the submission to the Hague 
these advanced nations it is very improbable that any 
controversy would ever arise which either of them 
would consider unarbitrable. 



